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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BRIAN
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of
Hawaii.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by Rev.
Kenneth Kolibas, pastor at St. Joseph
Church in Raritan, NJ.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Dear Lord in Heaven, You blessed the
creation of this great Nation of men
and women and today I ask for the con-
tinuance of Your support and guidance
of the women and men of the Senate.
Bless them with the wisdom necessary
to make tough decisions concerning
our Nation and its well-being. Guide
them toward Kkeeping our Nation
strong, free, and generous. Help them
to use their talents and gifts to benefit
our Nation and come to the aid of
those in need. May they be the best of
teachers as role models for the future
generations of our country. Please
bless them with good health and the
ability to do the work that is brought
before them. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 19, 2013.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-
ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield to
the junior Senator from New Jersey to
speak about the Chaplain today.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Jersey.

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. CHIESA. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize my pastor, Father
Ken Kolibas, who is joining us here in
Washington today.

I am honored and delighted that Fa-
ther Ken Kolibas, pastor of the Church
of St. Joseph in Raritan, NJ, is serving
as our guest chaplain today. Father
Ken is the pastor and spiritual leader
for the people of St. Joseph’s and for
the larger community.

Father Ken began his working career
as a small businessman in New Jersey.
When he was 23 years old, he opened
Ken’s Flowers and Gifts in Carteret,
NJ. He quickly became a respected
leader of the business community. But
Father Ken later received and an-
swered the call to ministry, and he now
dedicates his life to our spiritual
growth. His commitment and gen-
erosity to the members of our parish is
unwavering, and his door is open to
anyone who seeks his guidance.

The Church of St. Joseph’s is nearing
the conclusion of its year-long celebra-
tion of its 100th year. We are fortunate
at St. Joseph’s to have Father Ken as
our pastor and our leader, and I am

proud to have him as our guest chap-
lain today.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE
Mr. REID. Mr. President, following

my remarks the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business. The majority
will control the first 30 minutes and
the Republicans will control the second
30 minutes. Following morning busi-
ness we will resume consideration of S.
1392.

—————

ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it was
about five decades ago that Vice Presi-
dent Humphrey predicted it was pos-
sible to eradicate poverty in America.
In fact, this is what he said: “We can
banish hunger from the face of the
Earth.” That was in 1965.

Today, in 2013, there are more than 50
million people living in the United
States—including 150,000 families in
Nevada—who don’t know where their
next meal will come from. In the rich-
est country in the world, one in six is
in danger of going to bed hungry to-
night, and half of those people are chil-
dren.

But despite these sobering numbers—
and despite these difficult economic
times—House Republicans have turned
their backs on American families
struggling to put food on the table. It
is true the bill being considered in the
House of Representatives today would
save $40 billion. How would it save that
$40 billion? By snatching food out of
the hands of millions of the neediest
children and their families.

Why are there people on food stamps?
We have tried to create a safety net so
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